
Is tail biting observed  
within in a pen?

Is tail biting observed in several  
pens in the same building?

Do you have health issues  
at your farm? 

Is the barn temperature  
appropriate for the age of your pigs?  

The temperature should be  
measured at the pigs’ level.  

Are the levels of carbon dioxide and 
ammonia within  

the recommended ranges? 

Are the pigs fed at the  
same time each day? 

Are the pigs fed  
more than once a day? 

Do the pigs seem hungry? 

Do you take regular feed samples  
and test the feed quality? 

Is the water quality good? 

Do you check on the pigs more  
than once per day? 

Are the pigs in the pen the same size?

The ABC’s of Tail Biting

Contact your local advisor or consultant. Take courses or join seminars.  
Meet colleagues in the pig industry and exchange experiences. 

Is there enough space for  
all animals to lie down on  

a solid floor simultaneously? 

Are there enough feeding spaces for  
all animals to eat simultaneously? 

Is the water flow for drinking  
nipples adequate?  

See recommendations.  
Do all drinking nipples work? 

Are the pigs healthy and functional? 

Can the enriching material be  
investigated, manipulated*,  
bitten, moved and eaten?

Are sawdust or wood chips the  
only form of substrate and enrichment 

material available for the pigs?

Do you vary the type of  
enrichment material? 

Are pigs provided with  
roughage or other material with  

a high fibre content? 

Are there drafts from the ceiling,  
doors or windows into the pen?

Is the pen exposed directly to sunlight? 

Have you checked for other  
potential risk factors related to  

your management system?

Contact your local veterinarian to  
take samples and identify the problem. 
Recordings from your slaughter plant  

may help.

Check the ventilation system. Settings 
should be adjusted according to season.  

If pens are exposed to direct sunlight, 
curtains or sun blinds outside the windows 

can be used to help maintain a stable 
temperature. It is important to reduce 
temperature fluctuations in the barn.

Check the ventilation system.  
Contact your supplier to measure  

ammonia and carbon dioxide.  
Many modern ventilation systems measure 
these gas concentrations automatically.

Pigs’ daily routine is dictated according  
to their feeding time. Feeding at  

a specific time each day contributes  
to a predictable daily life for the pigs. 

Feeding several times per day increases 
pigs’ access to feed and  

reduces competition.

It is important the pigs feel satiated and  
that their nutritional needs are met.  

Consult a feed advisor in order to ensure  
that feeding curves and feed type are 

adjusted according to current body weight. 
Perform regular inspections of the feeding 

system to confirm that it delivers the  
correct amount of feed to the pens.  

If automatic feeders are used, check that 
they are correctly adjusted and  

in working order. Feeding systems are  
easily blocked, especially when there is  

a high level of humidity in the barn.

Contact your feed advisor and  
schedule a visit. Check for mycotoxins  

in the feed. 

All animals should be monitored daily.  
Pigs that are recently farrowed, sick,  

injured or behaving abnormally should be 
checked several times per day. Regular 
inspections ensure that problems are 

discovered early. It is important to check 
each pig individually. Pigs should be handled 

calmly and in a predictable way.

This guideline is just a suggestion for measures that  
can be used to prevent and limit tail biting behaviour.  
The overview is not complete. 

This poster is produced in project 282031 - «Towards a Norwegian pork production free of tail biting», financed by the Norwegian Research Council.
The partners in the project are Norsvin R&D, The Norwegian Pig Health Service - Animalia AS, Norwegian University of Life Sciences - Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Felleskjøpet Research and Development.
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Take samples from different water sources 
and send to a laboratory for testing.

Remove injured animals and place them  
in sick pens. Remove the biter if it can  
be identified. Have a plan for handling 
animals that are removed to minimize 

mixing of unfamiliar animals.

Remove injured pigs and place them in  
sick pens. Remove the biter if it can be 

identified. Have a plan for handling  
animals that are removed to  

minimize mixing of unfamiliar animals.

Remove the smallest animals from the  
group and place them in a separate pen. 

Large variation in body weight within  
a pen increases the risk of tail biting.  
It is important to avoid unnecessary  

mixing of unfamiliar animals.

Reduce the number of  
animals in the pen.

Add an extra feeder or reduce the  
animal density. Ensure that all pigs have 

access to food, and that no pigs are  
blocked from the feeding space.

Add an extra drinking nipple and  
check the water flow of all  
drinking nipples in the pen.

Look at the animals in the pen.  
Abnormal behaviour or postures can  
be indicators of illness. Sick animals  

should be placed in a sick pen.  
Create a plan for animal treatment. 

Provide proper enrichment material.  
Sawdust/wood chips alone are not  

adequate enrichment material and pigs 
should be provided with material that  

can be eaten and manipulated.

Consider changing the enrichment material. 
Optimal enrichment materials include hay, 

straw and silage placed directly into the pen. 
Few other materials fulfill the requirements 

for activating pigs and providing them  
with a substrate for foraging behaviour.  

There should always be sufficient  
enrichment material and substrate available 

for foraging behaviour and for keeping  
the pen comfortable and dry.

Using different types of activation  
material and substrate maintains the  

pigs’ interest in the material.

Provide fibre sources. Fibre stimulates the 
digestive system, improves gut health, 

increases feed consumption and  
prevents stomach ulcers. Fibre material 

«fills» the stomach, has a poor digestibility 
and stays longer in the gut. This ensures  

an increased satiety in the pigs.

Prevent drafts in the pen as this is  
uncomfortable for the pigs. Check the 

ventilation system, doors and windows.

Prevent direct exposure to sunlight from 
windows as this can cause heat stress.  

A sprinkling system could also  
be used to cool the pigs.
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Indications that your pigs are at risk of tail biting:
Nervous and restless animals with increased interest in  
one another, dirty pens and hanging tails. Taking time to 
observe your animals should be part of the daily routine.

*Material that can be moved, change appearance or structure.


