8 C’s of Tail Biting

Indications that your pigs are at risk of tail biting:

Is tail biting observed b
within in a pen?

Are the pigs in the pen the same size? »

V

Is there enough space for
all animals to lie down on
a solid floor simultaneously?

v

Are there enough feeding spaces for
all animals to eat simultaneously?

v

Is the water flow for drinking
nipples adequate?
See recommendations.
Do all drinking nipples work?

v

Are the pigs healthy and functional? »

v

Are sawdust or wood chips the
only form of substrate and enrichment b
material available for the pigs?

V

Can the enriching material be
investigated, manipulated*,
bitten, moved and eaten?

v

Do you vary the type of
enrichment material?

V

Are pigs provided with
roughage or other material with »
a high fibre content?

Are there drafts from the ceiling, »
doors or windows into the pen?

Is the pen exposed directly to sunlight? b

V

Have you checked for other
potential risk factors related to
your management system?

Nervous and restless animals with increased interest in
one another, dirty pens and hanging tails. Taking time to
observe your animals should be part of the daily routine.

V

Is tail biting observed in several
pens in the same building?

v

Do you have health issues
at your farm?

V

Is the barn temperature

appropriate for the age of your pigs? »
The temperature should be
measured at the pigs’ level.

v

Are the levels of carbon dioxide and
ammonia within »
the recommended ranges?

v

Are the pigs fed at the
same time each day?

v

Are the pigs fed
more than once a day?

V

Do the pigs seem hungry?

Do you take regular feed samples »
and test the feed quality?

Is the water quality good?

4

Do you check on the pigs more
than once per day?

\ 4
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*Material that can be moved, change appearance or structure.

—NB

Contact your local advisor or consultant. Take courses or join seminars. This guideline is just a suggestion for measures that
can be used to prevent and limit tail biting behaviour.

The overview is not complete.

Meet colleagues in the pig industry and exchange experiences.

This poster is produced in project 282031 - «Towards a Norwegian pork production free of tail biting», financed by the Norwegian Research Council. “ T - N -
The partners in the project are Norsvin R&D, The Norwegian Pig Health Service - Animalia AS, Norwegian University of Life Sciences - Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Felleskjgpet Research and Development. Oplg S OrSVI n



